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The attached reportﬁof the second meeting of the JIC
intelligence exchange session shows pretty well how this
institution is developing and raises serious questions. I
agree with Mr, Barnard that State bears by far the larger
part of the burden, and the practical result of the meet-
ings 1s that service agencles obtalin information from us
without our gaining any return werth speaking of. Secondly,
since all the other members have to do is think up gquestions
while we have to provide the answers, the burden upon us
naturzlly becomes very great. For the coming week, to meel
gll the desires of the other partlcipants we should have to
send at least three members on different subjects, and if
further requests zre notified to us, we should require even
more.

The difficulty from our own internsl point of view is \\\
thzt we huave as yet no central point a2t which personnel can
surmmarize the knowledge of the organlzation. We simply are
not designed organizationelly for this kind of work - though
&t & lzater date we would hope thet an increszsed planning
sectior in ICC would be zble to cover most of the ground.
¥e are wondering whether, in view of this internal diffi-
culty, we should not argne on the basis of the very poor
profits to be gained from these meetings, that they are in.
approprizte, and might be discontinued. An alternative, ol
course, would be to think up an in-going series of questions
which we might put to the service agencles. This, we Buspect,
would have & shattering effect upon the whole institution of
the Joint sessions.

May we consult with you at the esriiest moment to settle
plans, for the next meeting is already just around the corner.
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On November 19, in Room 4259 of New War Department Building, members
of State, War, ¥avy and 4ir Intelligence agencies held a second meeting
under JIC auspices for informal discussion of topics of mutual intersat.

The meoting cpened with a statement by .Capt. Lang (Office of the Chief
of Naval Uperaticms), in which he attempted to olarily the Navy's position
in these sessicns. The Navy, he said, did not intend to come sach time with
& prepared topic for presentation, but rather with questions conocerning trends
noticed during the meek on which the Navy would like ths other mgencies' views,
The first of thess guestions concerned the British moving their Esst lediter-
ranoan bases to East Africa ceuntering around Membasa. According to Navy
sources, this suggesticn has now reached the Cabinet level for dscision snd
is being pushed by high British Army circles over opposition by the Britizh
NI.W. .

Stato Dopartment, having no Britisk Bmpire or Middle East expert at
the meeting declined to commeut. Col. HeClane, Executive Officer for
Cols Ernis, Chief of IG, sxid thet the Army wes studying the feasibility
of the British rlan and hed noted the general lack of commnication
Tacilities. Except for an Sast-Fest road in the Camerocoms, and of course
the water, these were exceptionslly bad. Army (ID} tnen mentioned that
the British might be planning o consolidate & defense position in Emst
. Africa because of rumored uranium deposits in that areas. ID, howesver, doubted
N that there would e any roal sbgndonment of the Mediterrenean sres, slthough
the Sudan waz known to te favored by the lower echelons of the British Army
command .

4 carry-over topic for the next meeting emorged from this discussion
in that both the Army snd Navy representatives wore desircus of lnowing
Btate's views on the political prosmurss for and agsinst establishment of
an Empire defense system in this area. .

The Havy's second question oonoormed the ability of the Freash CP
to talm over the government of France, BGtate noted this for scnsideratien
at the next meeting. The Army had no comment.

. The Navy's final question raised the issue of the validity of US
informaticn on the Russian oil positiom. cording to the Ngvy, a highly
placed British source had stated that the tishk felt wery shaky in their
estimates cn this subject. This fact had led the Navy to wonder whether
~our orn Russian oll studies should not be reexamined. I was able o inform
Capts Phelan of ONI that such a reexamination wes in process and that the
results thersof would be made available to him on ccmpleticn.

Discussion on these Navy questions was necessarily limited s Hary had
pot informed the other two agencies in mdvence. It was agreed that advence
notificetion would be given in the future.
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ur, Nelson, Chief of the Koresn Section of DRF {State), next took
the floor with a review of the Korean situsation which was Stete'z carry-
over topio fram the previous meeting. The giet of lr. Helson's talk
was that the Korean situstion was not bright, but that Soviet demination
of a1l Korea was not a foregons conclusion. His talk closely paralleled
an article on the same subject in the "Neskly Review™ of November 7,
At its conclusion Col. Mmson, who spoke on this tople at the previcus
meeting, asked Mr. Nelsen hiz opinion of the alleged CP plan to daminats
Forea. Mr. Nelson seid he hed heard of it, but that he doubted the
Comamisty' chances of succoss. Capte. Fhsalsn then asked what the chences
wore of our building s resistence in ths South strong enough to with-
stand Russisn pressure fram the North. AMr. Nelson replied that, in
his opinion, the chances for so doing were good, but that it was too
eerly to say whether or not we had slready dons soe. He added that he
asgumed the Navy meant pressurs short of Russian military cecupation.
Mher questicned about the presenos of members af the Commmist 8th Route
Army in North Eorsa, Mr. Nelson said that thers were reports to that
effect, but that if the Chinese were thers, they would be loss welcome
to the Koreans than the Russians,

Mizs Clare Holt, Chief of the Paclfic Islmds Seocticn of DRF, than
spoke oo State's presrranged topic for the dgy which was a review of
the situation in the NEI =~ & subject which had been coversd extensively
in the Yew York Timss of that morning, In ths question period following
Miss Eclt's taik, Gois Booth of JIC esked whether or not in her opinion
the proposed agreement bstween the Republic of Indonesim sud the Nether-
lands Goverrment met the Indonesian peoples® desire for self-determina-
tion, Niss Holt replied that there wes no complete secession provision
in the agreemert and that therefore theorstically it did not. Col. Booth
then asked if the agreement would be esttacksd by Russin as mncther
imporislist triek. Miss Holt said that that would be diffisult if the
sgresmont were signed by as rabid o nstionalist as Soekarnoe The chief
stumbling block to smicsble rolations in the NEI was the attitude of
thé Dutch troops many of whom wers "{rigger happy+" The Navy then asked
what abe thought of morale in the Netherlands with regard to military
servics in the HEI. Miss Holt replied that service in the Indiss wax
attrastive toc people in the Hetherlands Decause of the comparatively
higher standsrd of living at the prosent time. On the other hand, ahe
sxid, the Dutch youth who fought in the undsrground against the Nazis
might question tho validity of sny suppressive action they might be
called uporn tc perform. Whan saked about opposition to the agreement
in the Netherleands, Uiss Holt said that the conservatives were against
it and that a political storm was brewing, tut that it would probably
be ratified by a majoritye The conservatives wore agsinst it, she said,
for traditicnsl reasons mmcily which was & desire to protest their imvest-
ments. PThen asked if the Indcnesian Republie was deaireus of snsouraging
independent foreign oconomic relations, Kiss Holt said definitely yes
and that future intelligence plenning should envision a study on the
prot and cons of this issue.
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The Intellizence Divisients topio for discussion was the situaticn
on the northsrn Greek border. Ceol. LicDowell of ID said that he felt the
SBoriete wanted Graece and that he weuld iike to have the other agangiest
views on the sirength of the pro-commmist forees in the north of Greecs.
ICD had been informed that the Army would apeak on Greece, but had been
unaible to obtain & Greek expert from DRE. This subject, therefore, aliao
was noted as & carry-cver for next meek. Capt. Lang?s view on the Greek
situation was that he felt the reporis were exaggerated. Col. McDowell
did not think they were.

To surmarisze the carry-over topics for State coversge at the naxt
meeting, these mre (1)} The ability of the French CP to take over the
Govermment; (2) the political pressures for and against esteblishment
of an Empire Dafense system in Egst Africa; and {3} the extent of pro-
Commnigt foroes in Korthern Greece.

If, In addition, ths Army and Navy inform State in sdvance of
several other questions that cccur to them during the week, end if .
we produce another "hot" topic, the council chamber will be overflowing.
On the other hand, it can be seen from the foregoing questiom that they
cover a wide varisty of areas and, to do them justice in answering
requires considerabls axpsrtise in sach Pield, These mestings, of
course, are still in the preliminary stage and the chances mre that the
oumber of questions will diminish wher these initial topics of coviously
coitirming interest have been treated. The zain to State of these meeiin-s
iz sxaill, ccming as it does largely thru whet can be picked up of the
cther agencies' frames of mind in discussion. Stats, however, must be
of considerable service to them since the guestions to date have beon
almost exclusively politicel, and State's role has been virtually that
of the final court of sppeal.
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